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THE NAME AND FAMILY OF CLARK (E) 


The surname of CLARK or CLARKE was originally 
derived from the office of "clerk", that is, a member of 
the clerical order or clergyman. It was anciently written 
in the forms of Clerk and Clerke, which are not practically 
extinct as surnames; and it is also found in early British 
and American records in the spellings of Clericus (Latin), 
Clerck, Clerc, Clarcke, Clarck, Clearke, and Cleark; but 
the two forms mentioned at the beginning of this article 
are those most frequently in evidence in modern times. 

The Clark(e)s are believed by family historians to 
have been in some cases of Irish ancestry and descended 
from the extremely ancient and distinguished line of the 
O'Clery's. It is said that one of this line assumed the 
name of Clark or Clarke in the twelfth century and perhaps 
made his home in Scotland, as some of his descendants 
undoubtedly did. The names of Hugo Clericus and Johannes 
Clericus appear in the Scottish records prior to the year 


1180; and in 1296 Richardus Clerk and Benedict Clerk, of 


Scotland, are of record. William Clerk, a Scotchman, was 
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taken prisoner at the Battle of Durham in the ۷ 
fourteenth century; and Alanus or Alan Clerk, a free baron 
of Perthshire, Scotland, in the vear 1349, is called the 
progenitor of the Family of Clarke of Perthshire. 


Many families of the name of Clark or Clarke were 
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tc be Found in England at early dates. Among the first 
records are those of Boniface Clericus and Thomas ie Clerk, 
both of Lincolnshire, in 1273; Batekyn Clericus, of Essex 
County, Gilbert le Clerk, of Oxfordshire, and Thomas le 
Clerk, of Buckinghamshire, in 1273; John le Clerck, of 
Bedfordshire, in the time of King Edward I (circa 1272- 
1307); and Robertus Clarke or Clerk, Beatrix Clerc, Agnes 


Clerk, and Henricus Clerk, all of Yorkshire, ia the vear 


The famiiy of the name early seated in Kent traced 
its descent from Anketill or Anchitel de (of) Woodchurch, 
who was possessed of the estate so called in the County cf 
Kent about the time of the Norman Conquest of England. He 
was the father of a son named Ralph, who was the father of 
Roger, who married Isabel, daughter of Richard Wakehursi. 
To this union was born a son named Thomas, who married 
Anne, daughter or Sir Walter Harvy, Lord Mayor of London, 
and had a son, Sir Simon Woodchurch, who married Susan, 
daughter of Henry Clarke, and had issue by her of Simon and 


Ciark(e) Woodchurch. The latter of these married Benet, 
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daughter of Robert Shurt or Shert, and was the 58 by 


her of at least one son, Peter Clarke or Clerke. The 
change of surname at that early period was far from 


Unusual. 


۲5 


This Peter Clarke or Clerke, of Kent, was married 
in the early fourteenth century to Eleanor, daughter of 
Peter Rowling, and had issue by her of two sons, Jonn and 
Henry. Of these, Sir John Clarke, the elder son, had issue 
by his wife, Mildred Delahay, of a son named Henry, who 


left issue by his wife, Maud Ichingham, cf Robert and Henry 


Cleark or Clarke. Robert, the elder of these brothers, 


ry 


married Catharine, daughter of Richard Edingham, o 
Edingham, County Kent, and had issue by her of a son named 
Wiiliam. The last married three times, but left issue ۷ 
by his third wife, Elizabeth Winterborne. His sons were 
Robert and John Clarke. The male descendants of the former 
died out in the third generation; while John had issue by 
his wife Rebecca, daughter of Thomas Godfrey, of two sons, 
Humphrey and Henry. Of these, the elder married Margaret 
Maynev and had issue by her of Humphrey, Walter, and four 
daughters. 

Walter, the vounger of the last-mentioned brothers, 
made his home in Ratcliff, in Buckinghamshire, about the 
vear 1570. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Simon Edolph, 


and was the father by her of Simon, Martin, John, Humphrey, 
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Michael, Walter, Zacharias, and Anne. Of these, Sir Simon 
Clarke was created a Baronet in 1617. By his wife, 
Margaret Alderford, of Warwickshire (heiress to Salford, in 
that county), he nad five sons, Sir John, Walter, Thomas, 
Peter, and Woodchurch, cf whom the first died without 
issue. Sir John was succeeded in the Warwick estates by 


his nephew, Sir Simon Clarke, 


f 


90 Of Peter. The second 
Baronet died in 1687, leaving issue by his wife, Mercy 
Brace, of two sons, Sir Simon and Philip. 

Another Warwickshire line traces its descent from 
William Clerke, of Crowton, County Oxford, who was living 
in the time of King Henry VIII, about the beginning of the 
sixteenth century. This William was the father of two 
sons, Thomas and Nicholas, of whom the vounger settled in 


Warwick and left issue there by his wife, Anna Hall, of 
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seven sons, Wi , Thomas, Francis, Henry, Mathew, 
Nicholas, and Isaac. Of these, Mathew Clerke was married 
about 1610 to Ursula, daughter of Francis Walwin, of 
Warwickshire, and had issue by her of Ursula, William, 
Mathew, Francis, Simon, and Waldwin. 

John Clerke, of Forde, in Wrotham, County Kent, may 
have been descended from the before-menticned family of 
that county, but the connection has not been definitely 


estadlished. He was the father toward the end of the 


fifteenth century of a son named John, who married a Miss 
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Tatesham and had issue by her of another John Clerke, who 
married Lucy Moyle and was the father by her of James 
Clerke, Of Forde. This James married Elizabeth; daughter 
of Sir Edward Ferres or Ferrers, of Kent, and had issue by 
her of four sons, George, Henry, Walton, and John. Of 
these, George Clarke or Clerke married Elizabeth Wilsforde, 


gave him seven children, William, James, George, 
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who 
Elizabeth, Thomas, Reginald, and Robert. The eldest son, 
Wiiliam, married Ann, daughter of Edmund Cartwright, of 
Nottingham, and had issue by her of, among other children, 
Sir John Clerke, of Forde, living 1619. This son was 
married before 1612 to Elizabeth, daughter of Sir William 
Steeda, and had issue by her of three children, Willian, 
Cecilia, and John. 

James Clerke, the second son of George and 
Elizabeth (nee Wilsforde), resided at East Farleigh, in 
Kent, and was marred about 1565 to Mary Saxby. To this 
union was born, among other children, a son named William, 
who married Mary, daughter of Sir Jerome Weston, about 1598 
and had Romie by her of Weston, William, James, Essex, 
George, Jeremy, Richard, John, and Mary Clerke or ی‎ 
Of these, Jeremy or Jeremiah came to America about 1637 or 
1638 and will be again referred to in the lists of the 


eariv settlers. 


One William Clarke, of Kent, was the father in the 


latter haif of the sixteenth century of a son named 
William, who married a “Miss Saker and had issue by her of 
another William, who married Anne Haselin and was the 


father of Arthur, Thomas, and George. Of these, Arthur 


issue in the County of Surrey bv his wife, Joane Bromham, 
of four sons, Thomas, Arthur, William, and John Clarke; and 
George also made his home at London, but the names of his 
progeny are not available. 

۱ Dr. Bartholomew Clarke, of Surrey, who may have 
been related to the last-mentioned line, was the father 


toward the end of the sixteenth century of Sir Francis 


ct 


Clarke, of Martin Abbey, Surrev. This knight married firs 
Anne Palfreman, by whom he had issue of Bartholomew, . 
Frances, and Elizabeth, and later married Mary, daughter of 
Sir Thomas Payton, leaving issue by her of Francis, 
Scissely, and Anne. 

John Clarke, who was resident at Inkpen, in 
Berkshire, England, about the year 1435, is believed to 
have been the progenitor of John Clarke, of Basildon, in 
that county, who died in 1497. The last married Lucy, 
daughter of Sir Walter Moyle, and was the father by her. of 
a son named John, who had issue by his wife, Elizabeth 


n 


Champeney, cf a son, Augustine Clarke. Tne last was tne 


father of John of Ardington, who married Alicia Pikeman and 


Co 
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was the father by her of three sons, Henry, John, and 
Richard. of these, Henry's descendants became extinct in 


the male line in the year 1638; while Jonn died at 
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Ardington about 1596, leaving issue by his wife, D 
Smith, of at least one son, Sir Edward Clarke. This son 
was first married in 1599 to Mary, daughter of Edmcnd 
Wiseman, but had no surviving issue by this union. His 
second wife was Susanna, daughter of Sir Thomas Temple, 
Baronet. To this union were born John, Thomas, and four 
daughters. Of the sons, John married Catherine Bateman, 
who gave him issue at Ardington, in Berkshire, of four 
sons, John, Richard, Daniel, and Edward, of wnom the first 
died without progeny. Richard, heir to his elder brother, 
was married before 1698 to Elizabeth Smith, by whom he had 
issue of Edward, Richard, Jonn, Mark, and Luke, as well as 
of four daughters. 

Sometime before the year 1500 one Thomas Clarke was 
the father of John Clarke, "Recorder of ve Citty of 
Herefford." This John of Herefordshire married Ann King 
and was the father of Thomas Clarke, who also held the 
office of Recorder. Thomas married Mabell, daughter of 
William Gernons, and had issue by her of Jonn Clarke, also 
Recorder of Hereford, Thomas, Elinor, and James. Of these, 
the last married Mary, daughter of Sir Francis Palmes, and 


had issue by her of a son named Thomas. 
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John Clarke, a native of Leicestershire, England, 
was married about the beginning of the sixteenth century to 
gnes Tede, by whom he had four sons, Thomas, Richard, 
Henry, and Robert. Of these, Thomas married Mary, daughter 
of Thomas Tede, of the County of Lincoln, and was the 
father by her of William, Robert, and Dorothy. Of these, 
William made his home at Dundon Court, in Buckinghamshire, 
and left issue there by his wife, the Widow Elizabeth 
Catesby, of an only son, named Edmond. 

Richard Clarke, a native of Devonshire, married a 
Miss Bonham, of Somersetshire, about the beginning of the 
sixteenth century and had issue by her of three sons, 
Thomas, William, and Anthony, of whom tne first died 
without pregeny. William, the second son, settied in 
Northamptonshire. He married Ann, daughter of John 
Vavasor, of Yorkshire, and was the father by her of Henry, 
Nicholas, and several daughters: Of the sons, Henry left 
issue at Stanwick, Northamptonshire, by his wife, Elizabeth 


Bedell, of four sons, William, Gabriel, Christopher, anc 


Fo 


Silvester Clarke. Of these, Christopher resided at 
Pottersbury, in Northampton, about 1618 and was the father 
by his wife, Elizabeth Saunders, of three sons, 


Christopher, Robert, and William. 


Sometime before the year 1520 Thomas Clerke, of 


Hogce, County Northumberland, married a Miss Eldreton and 


nw 
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had issue by her of three children, Thomas, b 
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argaret, and 
William. 0۶ the sons, Thomas left issue by his wife, Maude 
Selby, of Thomas, Alexander, Richard, Barbara, Jane, and 
Elenor; while William left issue in Cornwall by his wife 
Miss Selby, cf two sons, Oliver and Robert. 

John Clarke. a native of Hertfordshire, was the 


father in the early sixteenth century cf three sons. Sir 
۳ py 2 


Edward, who made his home in Berkshire: Thomas, who resided 


in Bedfordshire; and George, who reisded in Hertfordshire. 
Of the two younger sons, Thomas was the father of John end 
Sir Francis Clarke, of whom the elder son left issue in 
Bedfordshire by his wife, Jane Kent, of William, Edward, 
and Jchn, of whom the first married Susan Aviett, of Essex, 
and was the father by her of Thomas (settled in London 
before 1634), Richard, John, William, Robert, Aylett, and 
several daughters; while George Clarke, of Hertfordshire, 
left at least one son, aiso named George, who was the 
father of Jchn, who resided at Ashwell, in Hertford, and 
left issue there by his wife, Marian Kimpton, of a son 
named John. The last was married before 1620 to Judith 
Hawes, of Bedford, and had issue by her of Jonn, Thomas, 
Wiliiam, and tour daughters. 

John Clarke, of Suffolk County, in the early 
sixteenth century, was the father of two sons, John and 


Thomas, cf whom the former married Catharine Cooke and had 
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issue by her of John, Thomas, Carew, and Pason, and 
possibly ۵۶ Marv, Margaret, Christopher, and John. Of 
these, Thomas Clarke had issue by his wife, Rose Keridge or 
Herrige, whom he married before 1600, of Margaret, Carew, 
Thomas, Marv, John, William, and Joseph. The sons Carew, 
Thomas, John and Joseph emigrated to America about the vear 
1637. They will be mentioned again below. 


The Hampshire family of the name was represented in 


0 


the first half of the sixteenth century by John Clerke, of 
Southampton, whose son, Edmond Clerke, made his home at 
Avington, in that county. Edmond had a son named Thomas, 


who married Marv, daughter of Christopher Conningsbv, and 
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was the father by her of Sir Henry, Edmond, and Anne. The 
elder son, Sir Henry Clerke, was the father by his first 

۱ wife, Marv, daughter of Sir John Wood, of a son named 
Thomas; and by his second wife, Margaret Pertve, he had a 
son named Henry. 

Richard Clarke, who was living at Shrewsbury, in 
Shropshire, in the first half of the sixteenth century, had 
a son named Thomas, who was the father of Richard, the 
father of Jonn and Edward. Of these, John married Alice 
Burnell, by whom he had issue of Nicholas, Thomas, and 
Roger. Of the last-mentioned brothers, Nicholas married 
Sara, daughter of Umfrev Whittacres, of Shropshire, befcre 


1625 and had issue by her of three children, Richard, 


CLARK (E) 12 


Alice, and Ann; while Roger settled at London before 1623 
and was the father by his wife, Marv Bisshe, of at least 
two children, John and Sara. Another historian states that 
Roger married "Mercy Bish" and had three children, Roger, 
Thomas, and Sarah Clarke. 

Ralph Clark, of Chesterfield, in Derbyshire, was 
married before 1550 to Elizabeth Bek, of York. OF his 
sons, Nicholas and Robert, the eater married Margaret, 
daughter of Oliver Dand, of Nottingham, and was the father 
by her of Robert, Godfrey, Margaret, and Thomas. Cf these, 
Robert Clark, Gentleman, of the Inner Temple, London, was 
tne father by his wife, Ellen Somershall, County Derby, was 
married about 1590 to Jane Grundy, of Nottinghamshire, and 
had issue by her of two children, Gilbert and Rosamund. 

One Somersetshire family of the name traces its 
descent from John Clark, of Gloucester, through his son, 
Richard Ciark, of London, who married Joan, daughter of 
William Milburne, of Somerset. The sons of this union were 
John, Henry, and Richard, of whom the First settled at 
Wells, County Somerset, before 1590. By his wife, Cicely 
Boreman, of Devonshire, he had a son named Richard, who 
married Alice Hurde and was the father by her of at least 
two children, Ferdinando and Sarah. 

Another Somerset line was descended from Thomas 


Clarke, a native of Shropshire, whose son, John Clarke, 
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wintner; Settled at Bristol; in Somersetsnire, before r591. 


This John married Margery Shereston and had issue by her of 


Robert, John, Edward, and several daughters. 


One of the first cf the name to emigrate to America 


was Thomas Clarke, who came from Plymouth, England, to 


Piymouth, Mass., in 1625. He was first married in 1654 ts 


Susannah Ring, by whom he had Andrew, James, Susannah, 


William, John, and Nathaniel. He had no issue by his later 


wives. Of the sons of the immigrant Thomas, Andrew remove: 


from Plymouth to Boston, Mass., and was married in 1671 tə 


Mehitable Scotto or Scottow, by whom he had issue of 


Thomas, Susanna, Andrew, Scotto, Nathaniel, and Menhitabie: 


James married Abigail Lothrop in 1657 and was the father ty 


her of Thomas, Susanna, and Abigail; Wiiliam left issue at 


Plymouth by his wife, Sarah Woolcot, whom he married in 


1659, of Thomas, Sarah, William, Nathaniel, Samuel, and 


Hannah; Nathaniel died without issue; and John may have 


had, among other children, sons named John, Joseph, and 


Cornelius, but this is not certain, and it is possible thet 


he died without progeny. 


In the year 1630 William Clark or Ciarke came in 


he removed at a later date to Northampton, in the same 


colony. By his wife Sarah he was the father of Sarah (died 


young), Jonathan, Nathaniel, Experience, Increase, Rebecca, 
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John, Samuel, William, and Saran. in 1676 he married a 
second wife, the Widow Saran Cooper, but had no chiidren by 
ner. 

Of the sons of the immigrant William, John was 
married in 1677 to Rebecca Cooper, who died without issue, 
and in 1679 married Mary Strong, by whom he had eieven 
children, John, Nathaniel, Ebenezer, Increase, Marv, 
Rebecca, Experience, Abigail, Noah, Thankful, and Josiah; 
Samuel married Elizabeth Edwards in 1682 and had issue by 
her of Elizabeth, Sarah, Samuel, Benoni, Joanna, Benjamin, 
Obadiah, and Miriam Clark; and William left issue by his 
wife, Hannah Strong, whom he married in 1680, of Hannah, 
Abigail, William, Jonathan, Thomas, Joseph, Benjamin, 
Timothy, and Gershom. 

Joseph Clark or Clarke, who emigrated to 
Dorchester, Mass., in 1650, in the Mary and John, removed 
to Dedham before 1640 and to Medfield, Mass., at a slightly 
later date. He married Alice Pepper cr Peppitt and had 
issue by her of Joseph, Benjamin, Ephraim, Daniel, Mary, 
Sarah, John, Nathaniel, and Rebecca. The descendants of 
this line of the family are numerous. 

John Clark, a native of England, is said to nave 
settled in Virginia in 1650, making his home in King and 
Queen County. He married a Marylander of Scottish descent 


and had issue by her of at least two sons, John and 
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Jonathan. The date of emigration of the progenitor of this 
line is somewhat uncertain, the more so since his younger 
son is said to have married Elizabeth Wilson in i725. [ft 
was from this union that the Caroline and Orange Counties, 
Va., families of the name traced their descent. 

Nicholas Clark{e) came to Boston, Mass., in 1632 
and later made his home at Hartford, Conn., where he died 
in 1680, leaving several children, including a son named 
Thomas. The records of this line are not complete. 

John Clarke, probably a native of Hertfordshire, 


England, emigrated to Newton, Mass., about 1632. He 


removed to Hartford, Conn., in 1636, later resided at 
Norwich and Saybrook, and finally mace his home at Milford, 
Conn. By his first wife, whose name is not known, he nad 


he following children: John, Joseph, Elizabeth, and 


cr 


Sarah. His second wife, the Widow Mary (nee Ward) 
Fletcher, gave him no children. 

The last-mentioned immigrant John appears to have 
had a brother named George Clarke or Clark, who also 
resided at Milford, Conn. George was the father by his 
wife Sarah of seven daughters, Hannah, Ruth, Sarah, 
Rebecca, Marv, Abigail, and Elizabeth, and of a son named 
George. 

Thurston Clark(e) came from the County of Suffolk, 


England, to Plymouth, Mass., as early as the year 1654. 


his children, by his wife Faith, include Faith, Thurston, 
and Henry, and there may have been others whose names are 
not xnown. 

Another John Clark(e), possibly a brother cf the 
preceding, came From the County cf Suffolk, England, about 
the year 1634 and settled at New Haven, Conn. He was the 
father of, probably among other children, John, Samuel, and 
Esther. 

In 1635 one Joseph Clark came from Cheshire, 
Engiand, to Cambridge, Mass. He soon removed to Windsor, 
Conn., where he died in 1641, leaving two children, Joseph 
and Mary. He was followed at a later date, probably in 
1639, by his brother, Daniel Clark, who also settled at 
Windsor and had issue by his first wife, Mar) Newberry, cË 
Mary (died young), Josiah, Elizabeth, Daniei, John, Mary, 
Samuel, Sarah, Hannah, and Nathaniel. Daniel had no 
progeny by his second wife, the Widow Martha (nee Pitkin) 
Wolcott, whom he married in 1689. 

Thomas Clarkfe}, of Dorchester, Mass., in 1636, and 
later of Boston, had issue by his wife Mary of at least 
five children, Mehitable, Elizabeth, Deborah, Thomas, and 
Leah. 

Samuel Clark came from Devonshire, England, to 


Wethersfield, Conn., in 1636 and in 1640 settled at 


Stamford, in that colony. He married Hannah Fordham, by 
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whom he was the father of Samuel, William, Joseph, and 
others. 

In 1537, or soon thereafter, the before-mentioned 
immigrant brothers, natives of Suffolk County, England, 
came to America and settled at Newport, R.I. Of these, 
Carew is said to have left no children; Thomas had a wife 
named Jane, but no children; John was married three times, 
but died without surviving issue; and Joseph was married 
twice and nad ten children, Joseph, John, William, Susanna, 
Marv, Joshua, Sarah, Thomas, Carew, and Elizabeth Clarke, 
of Rhede Isiand. 

Cf the last-mentioned brothers, Joseph Jr. married 
Bethiah Hubbard in 1664 and was the father by her of 
Joseph, Samuei, John, Tnomas, William, and several 
daughters; John had at least one son, named Jonn; William 
married Hannah Weeden, by whom he had three children, 
William, Thomas, and Hannah; Joshua left issue by his wife, 
Alice Philiips, of a son named William; Thomas had a son of 
the same name; and Carew was married in 1693 to Ann Dver, 
who gave him nine sons, Joseph, Carew, Caieb, Jonathan, 
William, Elisha, Samuel (died young), Hutchinson, and 
Samuel. 

Thomas Clark, a tanner, who made his home at 
Ipswich, Massa, about 1638, or shortly thereafter, was the 


father of at least three children, Thomas, Sarah, and 
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Josiah. The first of these had issue by his wife, Abigail 
Cogswell, of two sons, John and Thomas; while Josiah also 
had two sons, George and Thomas, by his first wife, Mercy 
Boynton. 

About 1638 another John Clarke or Clark was living 
at Newbury, Mass., with his wife, Martha Saitonstall, by 
whom he had, among other children, a son, Dr. John 
Clark(e), of Boston, who married Martha Whittingham and had 
issue by her of Dr. John, William, Elizabeth, and Samuel. 

James Clark, of New Haven, Conn., about 1638, was 
the father of five children, James, Mary, Samuel, Susan, 
and Ebenezer, by a first wife, whose name is not known. He 
had no issue by his second wife, the Widow Ann Wakefield. 
The descendants of this line resided chiefly at Stratford, 
Wallingford, and Southington, Conn. 

In 1639, or shortly thereafter, Jeremiah or Jeremy 
Clarke, son of William and Mary (nee Weston), of Kent, 
England, made his home at Newport, R.I., having been 
previously at Portsmouth, R.I. He was the father by his 
wfie, the Widow Frances (nee Latham) Dungan, whom he 
married in 1637, of Walter, Jeremiah, Latham, Weston, 
James, Frances, Mary, and Sarah. 

Of these, Walter was Governor of Rhode Island in 
1676. He married four times, but died without male 


progeny. Of his brothers, Jeremiah married Anne Audley 
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before 1660 and had issue by her of Jeremiah, Henry, James, 
Samuel, Weston, and four daughters; Latham left issue by 
his wife, Hannah Wilbur, of four sons, Lathan, William, 
Samuel, and Jeremiah Clarke; Weston had only three 
Surviving sons, Walter, Jeremiah, and Weston; and the 
Reverend James was married in 1650 to Hopestill Power, by 
whom he had a son named Jonatnan. 

One William Clark(e) was at Harford, Conn., in 1639 
and died in 1681, leaving four sons, William, John, Joseph, 
and Thomas, as well as several daughters. 

Arthur Clark(e), of Salem, Mass., in 1640, is said 
to have previously resided at Hampton and to have removed 
at a later date to Boston. By his wife Saran, he nad, 
among other chiidren, Sarah and Samuel. 

Hugh Clarke, of Watertown, Mass., in 1640, was the 
father by his wife Elizabeth of John, Uriah; and Elicabeta. 
Of these, John removed to Roxbury and left three sons, 
John, William, and Moses; while Uriah resided at Roxbury, 
Watertown, and Framingham and left at least aine sons, 
John, Thomas, Richard, Uriah, Peter, Benjamin, Nathaniel, 
Samuel, and Pease. Some of the descendants of tnis line 
settled at North Brookfield, Mass., at an early date. 

Another Thomas Clark(e) was living in 1640 at 
Boston, Mass., and had issue there, by his wife Elizabeth, 


of. four children, Cornelius, Jacob, Rachel, and Benjamin. 
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Another William Clark(e) was at Lynn, Mass., in 
16490. He had issue, bv his wife Mary, of Lydia, Hannah, 
Sarah, Marv, William, Elizabeth, Martha, and Jonn. 

Jonas Clark was living at نج‎ OSE, Mass., prior 
to the vear 1642 and was the father, by his wife Sarah, of 
Thomas (died young), Sarah, Jonas, and Mary. In 1649 he 
married Elizabeth Clark, who gave him further issue of 
Elizabeth, Thomas, John (died young), Timothy, Samuel 
(progenitor of the families of the name at Concord and 
Sherborn, Mass.), Abigail, and Mary. By his third wife, 
Elizabeth, Jonas had Five children, John, Nathaniel, 
Joseph, Hannah, and Susanna. 

Richard Clarke, who was living at Rowley, Mass., 
before 1643, is believed by some historians to have come 
From Yorkshire to America about 1638. He had issue, by his 
wife Alice, of Judah, Hester, Mary, John, and Martha, of 
whom the son John left numerous issue at Newbury and 
Rowley. His sons were Richard, John, Judah, Ebenezer, 
Jonathan, Joseph, and Benjamin. 

In 1646 Christopher Clark(e) was living at Boston, 
Mass. Bv his wife Rebecca, he was the father of Dorothy, 
John, Peter, Rebecca, Christopher, Daniel, Elizabeth, and 
Mary. 

Edward Clarke), of Haverhill, Mass., in 1646, is 


said to have removed to New Hampshire and to have had a son 
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named Edward. 

James Clark(e), of Boston, Mass., in 1446, had 
ISSUE DY his wife Elinor, of Elizabeth, Marv, Martha, 
Hannah, James, Samuel, John, Abigail, Mercy, and Aaron. 

im 1647 another John Clark(e) lived at Springfield, 
Mass. He married Elizabeth Stebbins, who gave him at least 
threes children, John, Sarah, dnd Mary. 

Edmund pie who was living at Gloucester, Mass., 
in 1650, was possibly the Edmund who settled at Lynn in 
1636, but this is not certain. By his wife Agnes, he was 
the father of Abigail, Joseph, and John. 

John Clark, who settled at Farmington, Conn., about 
the middle of the seventeenth century, left issue there of 
two sons, John and Matthew, as well as of nine daughters. 
Of the sons, John Jr. was married in 1659 to Sarah Warner, 
but died without issue; while Matthrew married Ruth Judd 
and left at least two sons, Jonn and Matthew. 

Others of the name were settled in New England in 
the latter half of the seventeenth century. These included 
John, of New London, Conn., in 1656, who had a son named 
Jonn; Thomas, of Reading, in 1658, who had a son named 
Themas; William, of Boston, in 1659, who had a son named 
Joseph, and possibly John and Samuel as well; Jonn, of New 


Haven, Conn., in 1661, who had a son of the same name; 


William, of Haddam, Conn., in 1662, who had sons named 
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Thomas, William, John, and Joseph Clark; Nathaniel, of 
NewOury, Mass., and Exeter, Nv. about 1663, who ras thè 
father of Nathaniel, Thomas, John, Henry, Daniel, and 
Josiah Clark; Thaddeus, a native of Ireland, who resided at 
Falmouth and Portland about 1663 and had a son named Isaac, 
wio made his home at Framingham; Robert, of Strarford, in 
1655, who had a son named John; Samuel, of Boston, in 1674, 
who had a son of that name; Percival, of boston, in 1675, 
who was the father cf John, Robert, Gamaliel, and others; 
John, of Roxbury, in 1680, who had John and Samuel; Thomas, 
of Yarmouth, in 1632, who had a son named Thomas; Benjamin 


Clarke, a native of Scotland, who came With a son of the 


حم 


same name to Amboy, East Jersey, in 1685; Jonathan, of 
Newbury, in 1685, who was the father of Oliver, Sanuel, and 
Jonathan; and Thomas, of Charlestown, Mass., in 1634, who 
had a son named Thomas. 

Among the first bearers of the name (chiefly 
spelled Clarke) to settle in the South were Nicholas, of 
Accomack County, Va., in 16553 George, of Elizabetn City 
County, Uriah, of Henrico County, Nathaniel, of Charies 
River County, and Robert, of the Isle of Wight County, Va., 
in و1636‎ Edward and Thomas, of Charles River County, 
William, of New Norfolk County, Douglass, of the Isle of 


Wight county, and John, of Henrico County, Va., in 1637; 


John, of Charles City County, Marv and Elija, of James City 
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County, Edward, o£ Upper New Norfolk County, Edward and 
Charles, of Lower New Norfolk County, David, of the Isle of 
Wight County, and Alexander, whose place of settlement is 
unknown, all of whom were living in Virginia in 1638; 
Thomas, of James City County, in 1639; Michaell. of 
Elizabeth City County, and Randall, also of Virginia, in 
1642; Richard, of James City County, in 1643; John, of 
Lower Norfolk County, Va., in 1644; Robert, of Lower 
Norfolk County, in 1648; Edward, of Northampton County, and 
JORE, Of York. County, Vasy im 1649> Daniell, or James CITY 
County, Thomas, of Northampton County, Patrick, probably of 
Lancaster County, and Humphrey, Robert, and Samuel, whose 
yiaces of settlement are unknown, all of Virginia in 1650; 
Nicholas, of Northampton County, John and James, of York 
County, and Henry, in 1651; Thomas, of Northumberiand 
County, Samuel and James, of Gloucester County, and Brian, 
all living in Virginia in 1652; William and Mary, of 
Lancaster County, Edmond, of Charles City County, and 
William, of nansemond County, Va., in 1653; John, of 
Westmoreland County, Va., in 1655; and Edward Clark, of 
Middlesex County, Va., who was married in 1681 to Ann 
Allinson, in 1692 to Ruth Downing, and in 1706 to Ann 
Christopher. His children were Edward, James, John, 
Bartholomew, and William, whose descendants resided in 


Middlesex and Orange Counties. There was also a Jacob 
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Clark(e) living in South Carolina in the early eighteenth 
century, who was the father of three sons, John, Jacob, and 
Joseph; and a Christopher Clark, who settled in Louisa 
County, Va., about 1722 and was the progenitor of families 
of the name in Albemarle and Campbell Counties. 

Many others of the name settled in the New England 
and Middle States in the eighteenth century. These 
included William and Nachan Clark, who were living at 
Bedford, in Westchester County, N.Y., about 1715 and left 
numerous issue there; James Clark, who came from Ireland to 
Rutland, Mass., in 1718 and left issue there of, among 
other children, two sons, George and John; another John 
Clark, who came from Ireland in 1718 or 1719 and settled at 
Worcester and Colerain, Mass., where he left issue by his 
wife, Agnes Adams, of Jane, Matthew, Thomas, John, James, 
William, Samuel, Elizabeth, and George; Henry Clark, a 
Scotchman, who settled on Long Island, N.Y., about 1720 and 
had a son of the same name; Edward Clarke, who came from 
Lonaon to Portsmouth. N.H., before 1725; Robert Clark, who 
came from Ireland to Londonderry, N.H., about 1725 and left 
issue: there. DV his Wife, Letitia Cockran, of William, John, 
Samuel, Ninian, Jane, Letitia, Agnes, and Elizabeth; John 
Clark, of North Britain, who settled at Rutland, Mass., in 
1726 and left issue there by his wife, Mary Mclein, of a 


son named James; William Clark or Clarke, of Scotch-Irish 
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descent, who settled in Chester County, Pa., tefore 1728 
and left issue there cf at least one son, named William, 
and may have been the father of Robert, John, James, and 
rour daughters; William Clark, who came from London to 
Boston, Mass., in 1729; the Reverend Matthew Clark, who 
came from ireland to Londonderry, N.H., about 1723 and 
married the Widow McGregor, of Boston; Archibald Clark, who 
came from Ireland to Londonderry, N.H. in 1730; James 
Clark, who came from Ireland to Londonderry, N.H., about» 
1730 and left issue there and at Windham of five children, 
Jonn, Matthew, Eleanor, Samuel, and George; Joseph Clark, 
who came from Ireland to Worcester, Mass., before i} 
leaving issue there of Jane, John, Alexander, and Agnes; 
Samuel Clark, who came from Ireland and settled at 
Brunswick, Md., about 1739; Matthrew Clark, who came from 
Ireland to Lancaster, Mass., about 1740 and was the father 
of James, Mary, Matthew, Elizabeth, William, John, Daniel, 
and Sarah; John Clarx, son of John and grandson of William, 
of County Antrim, Ireland, who came to America between 1740 
and 1745 and settled at eee Mass. (probably ancestor 
of the family in Louisiana); George Clark, who was living 
in Gloucester County and Fenwick's Colony, N.J., about 
1742; and John Clark, who came from the North of Ireland 
and settled in New Castle County, Del., before 1760. The 


last had two sons, William and Brice Clark, beth of whom 
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settled in Pennsylvania. 
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Diverse in their interests and abilities, Clarks 
and Clarkes in America have been characterized in general 
by tenacity of purpose, integrity, sociability, and a 


humanitarian interest in their fellow men that has led many 


lence, 


0 


of them into the fields of medicine, literature, s 
and statecraft. 


Among those of the name who served as officers in 


5 
the War of tne Revolution were Ensign Asahel, Lieutenant 
Daniel, Ensign Elisha, Surgeon's Mate Hezekiah, Captain 
James, Lieutenant colone! Joel, Quartermaster Jonah, Ensign 
Joseph, Lieutenant Othneil, Ensign Reuben, Captain Timothy, 
Ensien Watrous, and Lieutenant William Clark, of 
Connecticut; Lieutenant Charles, Lieutenant Colonel Elijah, 
Captain John, Major John, Lieutenant Colonel Robert, and 
Lieutenant colonel William Clark, of Pennsylvania; 
Lieutenant Edmund, Brigadier General George Rogers, Captain 
John, Lieutenant Coionel Jonathan, Lieutenant Richard, 
Ensign thomas, and Lieutenant William Clark or Clarke, of 
Virginia; Lieutenant Colonel Elijah, Lieutenant Thomas, and 
Lieutenant William Clark, of New Jersey; Lietuenant Isaac 
and Captain Samuel Clark, and Lieutenant John Clarke, of 
Vermont; Lieutenant J.C. Clark and Brigadier General 
Elisan, Captain: Join Cig end Captain Johi J. Clarke, OE 


Georgia; Lieutenant James, Lieutenant Matthias, and Major 
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William Clark, and Lieutenant Jeremiah Clarke, of New York: 
Lieutenant John, Surgeon's Mate Jonathan, Lieutenant 
Jonatnan, Captain Nathaniel, Captain Norman, Captain Silas, 
Lieutenant Theophilus, and Lieutenant William Clark, of 
Massachusetts; Captain Oliver Clark and Captain Ethan and 
Major Thomas Clarke, of Rhode Island; Lieutenant Jonathan, 
Colonel Thomas, and Captain Thomas Clark, of North 
Carolina; Lieutenant Peter and Lieutenant William Clark, of 
Maryland; and Captain William Clark, of Delaware. 

Thomas, William, John, Joseph, James, Daniel, 
Samuel, Nathaniel, George, Robert, and Richard are some of 
the Christian names frequently recurrent in the annals of 
the Clarkfe}) families of America. 


e name who have attained 


a 


Of the bearers of t 
distinction in America in comparatively recent Years, the 
following are considered representative: 


William Andres Clark (1859-1925), of 
Pennsylvania, capitalist and United States Senator. 


William Horatio Clarke (1840-1913), of 


Massachusetts, organist. 


Charles Hopkins Clark (1848-1926), of 
Connecticut, newspaper editor. 


Davis Wasgatt Clark (b. 1849), of New York and 
Massachusetts, clergyman. 


Alonzo Howard Clark (1850-1918), cf 
Massachusetts, scientist. 


Champ Clark (1850-1921), of Kentucky, 
Statesman. 
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Larence Don Clark (1851-1930}, of New York, 
2 


George W. Clarke (b: 1852), of Indiana and 
lowa, governor 


James P. Clarke (1854-1916), of Mississippi, 
public official and legislator. 


Andrew Stuart Currie Clarke (b. 1859), of 
Ireland, Missouri, and illinois, clergyman. 


Thomas Shields Clarke (1860-1920), of 
Pennsylvania, sculptor. 


Ernest Swope Clarke (b. 1872), of Kentucky, 
oe 

Franklin Jones Clark (b. 1873), of 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York, clergvman. 


lan Jay Clark (b. 1874), of NEN Jersey and 
South Dakota, metallur gical engin 


Thomas Curtis Clare {Da 1877) OF Indiana and 
Tilinois, author and editor. 


Reed Paige Clark (b. 1878), cf New Hampshire ' 
and Washington, D.C., foreign service officer. 


Harry Henderscen Clark (0. 1880), of Tennessee, 
educator and lecturer. 


Austin Hobart C K 
ana Washington, D.C., bi 


Eliot Candee Clark (b. 1883), of New York 
2 
ی‎ 
Bennett Champ Clark (b. 1890), of Missouri, 
Senator. 


Grover Clark (o: 1891), of New York, editor and 
educator. 


Beverly Leonidas Clarke (b. 1900), of Tennessee 
and New York, research chemist. 
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One of the most ancient and most frequently used of 
the many ccats of arms borne by the English families of tne 
name of Clark or Clarke is that described in heraldic terms 


as follows (Burke, Encyclopaedia of Heraldry, 1844): 


Arms.--"Argent, on a bend gules (sometimes, 
between three torteaux or pellets} three swans 
proper." 
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WHY YOU HAVE A FAMILY NAME AND WHAT IT MEANS 


Primitive personal names doubtless originated soon after the 
invention of spoken language, in the dark ages long preceding 
recorded history. For thousands of years thereafter first or given 
names were the only designations that men and women bore; and at 
the dawn of historic times, when the world was less crowded than 
it is today and every man knew his neighbor, one title of address 
was sufficient. Only gradually, with the passing centuries and the 
increasing complexity of civilized society, did a need arise for 
more specific designations. While the roots of our system of 
family names may be traced back to early civilized times, actually 
the hereditary surname as we know it today dates from scarcely more 
than nine hundred years ago. 

A surname is a name added to a baptismal or given name for the 
purposes of making it more specific and of indicating family 
relationship or descent. Classified according to origin, most 
surnames fall into four general groups: 1) those formed from the 
given name of the sire; 2) those arising from bodily or personal 
characteristics; 3) those derived from locality or place of 
residence; and 4) those derived from occupation. It is easier to 
understand the story of the development of our institution of 
Surnames if these classifications are borne in mind. 

As early as Biblical times certain distinguishing appellations 


were occasionally employed in addition to the given name, as, for 
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2 
instance, Joshua the son of Nun, Azariah the son of Nathan, Judas 
of Galilee, and Simon the Zealot. In ancient Greece a daughter was 
named after the father, as Chryseis, daughter of Chryses; and a 
son's name was often an enlarged form of his father's, as 
Hieronymus, son of Hiero. The Romans, with the rise of their 
civilization, met the need for hereditary designations by inventing 
a complex system whereby every patrician took several names. None 
of them, however, exactly corresponded to surnames as we know then, 
for the "clan name", although hereditary, was given also to slaves 
and other dependents. This system proved to be but a temporary 
innovation; the overthrow of the Western Empire by barbarian 
invaders brought about its end and a reversion to the primitive 
custom of a single name. 

The ancient Scandinavians and for the most part the Germans 
had only individual names, and there were no family names, strictly 
speaking, among the Celts. But as family and tribal groups grew 
in size, individual names became inadequate and the need for 
supplementary designations began to be felt. Among the first 
employed were such terms as the Hardy, the Sterns, the Dreadful-in- 
Battle; and the nations of northern Europe soon adopted the 
practice of adding the father's name to the son's, as Oscar son of 
Carnuth and Dermid son of Duthno. 

True surnames, in the sense of hereditary appellations, date 
in England from about the year 1000. Largely they were introduced 
from Normandy, although there are records of Saxon surnames prior 


to the Norman Conquest. During the reign of Edward the Confessor 
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(1042-1066) there were Saxon tenants in Suffolk bearing such names 
as Suert Magno, Stigand Soror, Siuward Rufus, and Leuric Hobbesune 
(Hobson); and the Domesday record of 1085-1086, which exhibits some 
curious combinations of Saxon forenames with Norman family names, 
shows surnames in still more general use. By the end of the 
twelfth century hereditary names had become common in England. But 
even by 1465 they were not universal. During the reign of Edward 
۷ a law was passed to compel certain Irish outlaws to adopt 
surnames; "They shall take unto them a Surname, either of some 
Town, or some Colour, as Blacke or Brown, or some Art of Science, 
as Smyth or Carpenter, or some office, as Cooke or Butler." As 
late as the beginning of the nineteenth century a similar decree 
became effective compelling Jews in Germany and Austria to add a 
German surname to the single names that they had previously used. 

As stated above, family names fall into four general classes 
according to their origin. One of these classes comprises surnames 
derived from the given name of the father. Such names were formed 
by adding a prefix or suffix denoting either "son of" or a 
diminutive. English names terminating in son (or the contraction 
s), ing, and kin are of this type, as are also the innumerable 
names prefixed with the Gaelic Mac, the Norman Fitz, the Irish O, 
or the Welsh ap. Thus the sons of John became Johnsons; the sons 
of William, Williamsons or Wilsons; the sons of Richard, 
Richardsons or Richardses; the sons of Neill, MacNeills; the sons 
of Herbert, FitzHerberts; the sons of Reilly, O'Reillys; and the 


sons of Thomas ap Thomases (ap has been drop from many names of 
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which it was formerly a part). There are also German, 
Netherlandish, Scandinavian, and other European surnames of similar 
formation, such as the Scandinavian names ending in sen. 

Another class of surnames, those arising from some bodily or 
personal characteristic of their first bearer, apparently grew out 
of what were in the first instance nicknames. Thus Peter the 
strong became Peter Strong, Roger of small stature became Roger 
Little or Roger Small, and black-haired William or blond Alfred 
became William Black or Alfred White. A few examples of names of 
this type are Long, Short, Hardy, Wise, Good, Gladman, Lover and 
Youngman. 

A third class of family names, and perhaps the largest of all, 
is that comprising local surnames-names derived from and originally 
designating the place of residence of the bearer. Such names were 
employed in France at an early date and were introduced into 
England by the Normans, many of whom were known by the titles of 
their estates. The surnames adopted by the nobility were chiefly 
of this type, being used with the particles de, de la, or del 
(meaning "of" or "of the"). The Saxon equivalent was the word atte 
("at the"), found in such names as John atte Brook, Edmund atte 
Lane, Godwin atte Brigg, and William Atwood, and Atwater; in other 
cases the Norman de was substituted; and in still others, such as 
Wood, Briggs and Lane, the particle was dropped. The surnames of 
some of the Pilgrim Fathers illustrate place designations. 
Winthrop, for instance, means "of the friendly village"; Endicott, 


"an end cottage"; and Bradford, "a broad ford". The suffixes 
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"ford", "ham", "ley", and "ton", denoting locality, are of frequent 
occurrence in such English names as Ashford, Bingham, Burley and 
Norton. 

Commencing about the time of Edward the Confessor a fourth 
class of surnames arose ~- names derived from occupation. The 
earliest of these seem to have been official names, such as Bishop, 
Mayor, Alderman, Reeve, Sheriff, Chamberlain, Chancellor, Chaplain, 
Deacon, Latimer (interpreter), Marshall, Sumner (summoner), and 
Parker (parkkeeper). Trade and craft names, although of the same 
general type, were a slightly later development. Currier was a 
dresser of skins, Webster a weaver, Wainwright a wagonbuilder, and 
Baxter a baker. Such names as Smith, Taylor, Barber, Shepherd, 
Carter, Mason, and Miller are self-explanatory. 

Some surnames of today which seem to defy classification or 
explanation are corruptions of ancient forms that have become 
disguised almost beyond recognition. For instance, Troublefield 
was originally Tuberville, Wrinch was Renshaw, Diggles was Douglas, 
Sinnocks and Snooks were Sevenoaks, Barrowcliff and Berrycloth were 
Barraclough, and Strawbridge was Stourbridge. Such corruptions of 
family names, resulting from ignorance of spelling, variations in 
pronunciation, or merely from the preference of the bearer, tend to 
baffle both the genealogist and the etymologist. Shakespeare's 
name is found in some twenty-seven different forms, and the 
majority of English and Anglo-American surnames have, in their 
history, appeared in four to a dozen or more variant spellings. 


In the United States a greater variety of family names exists 
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than anywhere else in the world. Surnames in every race and nation 
are represented. While a substantial number are of English, 
Scotch, Irish, Welsh, and Western European origin, brought to this 
country by scions of families that had borne these names for 
generations prior to immigration, many others have come from 
Central and Southern Europe and the Slavic countries, where the use 
of surnames is generally a more recently established practice. 
Some families had no fixed surname until after their arrival in 
America; and in other cases emigrants from Continental Europe or 
their descendants have translated or otherwise modified their 
names. These factors contribute to the difficulties encountered by 
students of etymology and family history. 

Those Americans who possess old and honored names -- who trace 
their surnames back to sturdy immigrant ancestors, or beyond, 
across the seas and into the mists of antiquity--may be rightfully 
proud of their heritage. While the name, in its origin, may seem 
ingenious, humble, surprising, or matter-of-fact, its significance 
today lies not in a literal interpretation of its initial meaning 
but in the many things that have happened to it since it first came 
into use. In the beginning it was only a label to distinguish one 
John from his neighbor John who lived across the field. But soon 
it established itself as part of the bearer's individuality; and as 
it passed to his children, his children's children, and their 
children, it became the symbol not of one man but of a family and 7 
all that the family stood for. Handed down from generation to 


generation, the surname grew inseparably associated with the 
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achievement, the tradition, and the prestige of the family. Like 
the coat of arms--that vivid symbolization of the name which 
warrior ancestors bore in battle--the name itself has become a 
badge of family honor. It has become the "good name" to be proud 


of and to protect as one's most treasured possession. 
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